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April Meeting Announcement

Wednesday April 26, 6:30 PM  at the
Middle Country Public Library in

Centereach

Portable Antenna Roundtable

From the
President

Neil, KC2KY

Hello from the KC2KY keyboard.  We got home from
Houston Sunday night after 4 days of intense robotic
competition with a team of 14 teenageers, five
mentor / advisors, and assorted parents.  We did OK
considering we were swimming with the big sharks.
We were in ten matches, winning four and losing six.
So though we didn’t win our division, we went home
with our heads held high.

April Meeting
Our April meeting will be a membership round table
about easy, effective portable antennas.  Steve,
AB2EW, and Yours Truly, Neil, KC2KY, will start
the ball rolling by presenting our newest homebrew
portable antennas - Steve’s 20 and 17 meter vertical
and my 20 meter vertical dipole, respectively.  Other
members are invited to talk about antennas that they
use for portable operation as well.

May Meeting
Our May meeting will feature Adrian, KO8SCA, who
was a key member of the historic February 2023
3Y0J Bouvet Island DX-pedition.  Bouvet Island is
one of the most isolated, uninhabited islands in the
world and is the #2 sought-after DXCC entity (second
only to North Korea).

Field Day 2023
We have our permit in hand to hold Field Day, once
again, at the Longwood Estate.  Diane, fromthe
Town of Brookhaven, has given us first class treatment
at the Longwood Estate over the years for Field Day

NASA Names Three Hams
for Artemis II Moon
Mission Crew

From the ARRL Letter, April 6, 2023

See "President", Page 2

See "Artemis", Page 3

NASA and the Canadian Space Agency (CSA) announced the four
astronauts who will venture around the moon on Artemis II. This will be the
first crewed mission on NASA’s path to establishing long-term moon
science and exploration development. The agencies revealed the crew
members on Monday, April 3, 2023, during an event at Ellington Field near
NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas. Three of the four crew
members are amateur radio operators.

“The Artemis II crew represents thousands of people working tirelessly to
bring us to the stars. This is their crew, this is our crew, this is humanity’s
crew,” said NASA Administrator Bill Nelson. “NASA astronauts Reid
Wiseman, Victor Glover, and Christina Hammock Koch, and CSA astronaut
Jeremy Hansen, each has their own story, but together, they represent our
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Meeting Calendar

2023 Club Officers
as well as the Brookhaven Town Fair in
September.  This will be our fourth Field Day
at Longwood Estate and I look forward to
another resounding success.  This year’s
Field Day will be Friday June 23 through
Sunday June 25. Whether you want to operate,
help with setup and teardown, or just socialize
with your fellow members, we will be happy to
see you at our annual Field Day event this
year.

Marconi Day
I was unable to participate in Marconi Day this
year but Bob, WB2NFL, sent me a photo of

one of the G2RV antennas used in the
operation.  I look forward to the April
meeting and hearing about how things
went.

Tuesday Night Rag
Chew Net
We still meet on the club repeater on
Tuesday nights at 8:00 PM to talk about
anything that is of interest to the group.
We plan to start sending email reminders
to everyone the night before the net in
case anyone is interested in participating
but just needs that extra tap on the
shoulder to remember.

President,  from Page 1

Dr. Ulrich Rohde Receives IEEE Award

Dr. Ulrich Rohde, N1UL

From the ARRL Letter, April 20, 2023

Dr. Ulrich Rohde, N1UL, received the 2023 Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)
Communications Society Distinguished Industry Leader
Award.

The award recognizes an industry executive whose
leadership has resulted in major and outstanding
advances and new directions in the information and
communications business.

According to the IEEE, Dr. Rohde won the award "for
contributions and leadership in radios and electronic
test-measurement equipment that has supported the
design of modern communication systems and their
industrial implementations."

Dr. Rohde has been an avid amateur radio operator with
licenses in the United States and Germany. He has
been licensed since 1956 and involved mostly in

See "Dr. Rohde", Page 4
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creed: E pluribus unum - out of many, one. Together, we are
ushering in a new era of exploration for a new generation of star
sailors and dreamers - the Artemis Generation.”

The crew will work as a team to execute an ambitious set of
demonstrations during the flight test.

Their assignments are as follows: Commander Reid Wiseman,
KF5LKT, Pilot Victor Glover, KI5BKC, Mission Specialist 1
Christina Hammock Koch, and Mission Specialist 2 Jeremy
Hansen, KF5LKU. Koch had planned to study and take her
amateur license exam in 2019, but her flight was suddenly
rescheduled 6 months earlier than originally planned. She had
to immediately begin preparing for her flight instead of studying.

The Artemis II mission is scheduled to launch in November
2024. The approximately 10-day flight test will launch on the
agency’s powerful Space Launch System rocket, prove the
Orion spacecraft’s life-support systems, and validate the
capabilities and techniques needed for humans to live and work
in deep space.

For more information, visit the NASA website (https://
www.nasa.gov/).

The crew of NASA’s Artemis II mission (left to
right): NASA astronauts Christina Hammock
Koch, Reid Wiseman KF5LKT, (seated), Victor
Glover, KI5BKC, and CSA astronaut Jeremy
Hansen, KF5LKU. Credits: NASA.

Artemis, from Page 1

be a Big DXer”, he said devastatingly, “You just cannot
understand that they won’t hear you if you don’t call. You
just don’t understand!”

Son of a Gun! Let’s face it. There are some of the Eternal
Enigmas that only a few will understand. These are trying
times in this world of DX, although for some more than
others. We thought again about what the QRPer had told
us. We pondered the Mysteries of the Ages, for there is
often wisdom hidden beneath the surface and there are
none so blind as those who will not see. After a few
minutes, we decided a visit to the optometrist wasn’t
necessary . . . and while one of us wasn’t seeing, we had
convinced ourselves that our eyes were just fine! So we
turned back to the rig and waited for the Heard Island boys
to flash up again on fifteen. The Great Days of DXing were
at hand. DX IS!

Basic DXing
DX Humor by Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD (SK)

Originally published in the WCDXB, 20 July 1976
(With a minor modification by VE1DX, 18 January
1997)

One of the Local QRPers came up the hill last week and he was not
happy. “Put me down as another one who missed VK0IR”, he said.
“Those high-powered, non-stop-calling Eastern types pushed the
QRM needle off the peg at my place.” We were properly sympathetic
for a broken heart is a nagging burden. “Too bad”, we said, hoping to
ease the grief with some small talk, “we heard you in there calling and
figured you’d worked them. We could not hear him here.”

The QRPer shrugged. “Oh, I wasn’t hearing him. I was in there calling
blind. Called for three days and got nothing. Nothing at all with all that
eastern QRM.” We had to think this over a bit for it appeared
something was not meshing. “If you could not hear him”, we asked,
“how would you ever know if he came back to your call? Wasn’t that
a bit of a futile effort to call blind?” The QRPer bristled. “Look”, he said,
“If I didn’t call, how would they have heard my call and come back to
me? Heck! That’s basic DXing.”

We were still not getting the story. “But if you call blind and you are
not hearing the DX station, how will you know when he comes back
to you . . . if he does?” The QRPer started to bristle again . . . and
it was apparent we had run our string. “I can see you really never will
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The K7RA Solar Update
From the ARRL Letter, April 20, 2023

Tad Cook, K7RA, of Seattle, Washington, reports for
this week’s ARRL Propagation Bulletin:

For this week’s ARRL Propagation Bulletin ARLP016:

This week’s sunspot numbers and solar flux were higher than the
week before.

Average daily sunspot numbers were more than doubled, from 70.6
to 146.9, and average daily solar flux increased from 141 to 164.5.
Both figures represent a substantial increase in solar activity.

Planetary A index averages went from 7.6 to 8.1, while middle
latitude A index advanced from 6.4 to 7.3.

Predicted solar flux over the next few weeks is 145, 140, and 135
on April 20 - 22; 130 on April 23 - 24; 125 on April 25 - 26; 160 on
April 27 - 29; 165 on April 30; 172 on May 1 - 3; 170 on May 4; 172
on May 5 - 7; 178 on May 8; 182 on May 9 - 12, then 175, 178, and
170 on May 13 - 15; 168 on May 16 - 17; 175 on May 18, and 172
on May 19 - 21.

Predicted planetary A index is 20, 16, 12, and 10 on April 20 - 23,
then 8, 5, 15, and 18 on April 24 - 27; 15 on April 28 - 30, then 12
and 10 on May 1 - 2; 8 on May 3 - 4; 5 on May 5 - 6; 12 on May 7;
5 on May 8 - 10, then 8 on May 11 - 12; 5 on May 13 - 18, then 10,
8, 5, and 5 on May 19 - 22.

Dan Handa, W7WA, commented on the news item last week about
the current solar cycle reaching a peak earlier than predicted,
perhaps by the end of this year.

I told him I hope it will not peak early because I want to see several
more years of increasing activity.

Dan sent a detailed graph of Solar Cycle 19, from 1954 to 1966, and
wrote, “I have read more than once [that] a slow rise means a low
sunspot max. The previous [Solar] Cycle 24 took 5 years to reach
a relatively low maximum. A rapid increase can mean a high
sunspot maximum. The granddaddy of our lifetime, [Solar] Cycle
19, peaked in three years!” I was unaware of this.

Solar disk image taken April 20, 2023,
courtesy of NASA SDO/HMI.

Sunspot numbers for April 13 - 19, 2023, were 154, 153, 151,
155, 162, 140, and 113, with a mean of 146.9. 10.7-centimeter
flux was 159.5, 171.3, 175.8, 177.8, 166.6, 153.2, and 147,
with a mean of 164.5. Estimated planetary A indices were 6,
7, 9, 4, 6, 13, and 12, with a mean of 8.1. Middle latitude A index
was 5, 10, 8, 4, 6, 9, and 9, with a mean of 7.3.

Send your tips, reports, observations, questions, and comments
to k7ra@arrl.net. When reporting observations, don’t forget to
tell us which mode you were operating.

A comprehensive K7RA Solar Update is posted Fridays on the
ARRL website. For more information concerning radio
propagation, visit the ARRL Technical Information Service,
read “What the Numbers Mean...,” and check out the
Propagation Page of Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA.

A propagation bulletin archive is available. For customizable
propagation charts, visit the VOACAP Online for Ham Radio
website.

Share your reports and observations.

A weekly, full report is posted on ARRL News.

technology and systems. In 2015, he won first place in the ARRL
International DX Contest in the Northern New Jersey Section. He also
operates as N1UL/MM on his yacht, the Dragonfly, and is the trustee
of the Marco Island Radio Club, K5MI.

ARRL The National Association for Amateur Radio® recognized Dr.
Rohde as the recipient of the IEEE Photonics Society Engineering
Achievement Award in 2022. In November 2022, he was inducted to the
Indian National Academy of Engineering. Dr. Rohde is an ARRL Maxim
Society and Life Member.

Dr. Rohde, from Page 2
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Items for Sale

Drake C line-  Power Supply Speaker, R4-C, T4xc and W4 wattmeter   $800

Lafayette HA-600A  SW/Ham receiver.
Works, dial lamps, etc all good.  Speaker
included

SB-220 for parts only,  $400

VIbroplex Champion- $200
Bencher BY-1
(replaced a paddle)
$100

Bencher BY-2 In
chrome  $140

Contact Paul, WB2LBQ

paulwerfel@thewerfelgroup.com
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Working on a new  kit or homebrew project?  Have you
recently received a rare or interesting QSL card?  Received
a new DXCC award or band endorsement?  Or just have a
cool photo (ham radio related) or some soap box comments
to share with other club members?  Why not consider
submitting an article for the Newsletter.   We're always
looking for material for the Newsletter and feedback from
club members goes a long way towards keeping the
Newsletter interesting as well as stamping the club
"personality" on our monthly publication.  Articles can be
submitted electronically or on paper, whatever you feel
comfortable doing.  As RCARC's Newsletter editor, I
particularly look forward to putting a new edition together
when I have material submitted by members.

Newsletter Articles Wanted

Radio Central Amateur Radio Club April 12, 2023 Board Meeting
Minutes

An asterisk (*) before each name indicates the
board member has read the minutes and inserted
any changes or corrections they may have had.

Board Members Present: *Steve, AB2EW; *Frank,
W2FDM; Bob, KC2FYZ (8:10PM); *Neil, KC2KY;
*Bob, WB2NFL; *Bill, AB2UW; *Richie, KB2ZPB

Guests present: none

Board Members Absent: Ed, W2EMN

April 26 General Membership
Meeting
Steve will speak about his new portable antenna for 20m & 17M.
Neil will discuss his 20m vertical. We will open discussion for
members to speak about what antenna(s) work for them.

May 31 General Membership
Meeting
Adrian, KO8SCA will speak about his recent DXpedition to Bouvet
Island.

International Marconi Day
Saturday, 4/22/2023. Neil and Richie will meet on 4/15 in Centereach
to transfer stuff as Neil will not be there (F.I.R.S.T. competition in
Houston). We already have the permit from the school district to
operate from the ‘Marconi shack’ in Rocky Point.

Repeater
Neil will try to arrange with the hospital to get up there one day
soon after work. The 2m repeater needs the courtesy beep
restored and the 440MHz repeater does not transmit at all.

Field Day
Will be June 23, 24 & 25. Neil will work on getting the permit
to operate at the usual location.

Board Meeting Dates
5/3/23, 6/7/23, 7/5/23

General Membership Meetng
Dates
4/26/23, 5/31/23, 6/28/23, 7/26/23
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Inside this issue

RANDOM Oscillations is published monthly by Radio Central Amateur Radio Club, PO Box 396,
Centereach, NY 11720.  RCARC, its officers and director, disclaim any responsibility for the accuracy
or the content of articles published herein.  The opinions expressed are solely those of the authors.
RCARC neither necessarily endorses or opposes said opinions.  Material may be excerpted from
this issue providing credit is given to the appropriate source.  Club members are encouraged to
submit articles to the Corresponding Secretary for possible publication in this newsletter.  The
deadline for articles is the 10th of each month.
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